A. new species of Strobilanthes, S. barbigera J. R. I. Wood, Nuraliev & Scotland, is described from Vietnam. The new species is endemic to the Chu Yang Sin National Park in the southern part of the country, which is home to a number of other recently described species. S. barbigera belongs to the "Sympagis" group within Strobilanthes and its distinctive pollen is illustrated. Photographs and line drawings illustrate the new species.
Introduction
Strobilanthes Blume consists of around 400 species distributed widely throughout India, South China and SE Asia, extending to Afghanistan in the west, Japan in the northeast and New Guinea to the south. Species mostly occur in hill forest in areas with a seasonal monsoon climate, fewer species being found in the true rainforest of the Malay Peninsula or Borneo. Many species are remarkable for their plietesial flowering pattern, which partially explains why many species are rarely collected and poorly known. However, they are sometimes an important element in the forest understorey and may unexpectedly appear in great abundance in a flowering year.
The Strobilanthes flora of Vietnam is not very well documented. The richest area appears to be along the Chinese border in the north of the country. Further south there appear to be fewer species and those that do occur are poorly known. Amongst species endemic or near endemic to the southern part of Vietnam are S. saltiensis S. Moore, S. longipedunculata Terao ex J. R. I. Wood, S. hypomalla Benoist (also on the Bolaven Plateau in Laos) and the new species described below from the Chu Yang Sin National Park. This park was established in 2002 and covers an area of nearly 600 square kilometres. The park is mountainous and its highest peak is over 2400 m high. The lower slopes are covered in semi-evergreen forest but the middle altitudes where the Strobilanthes grows are covered in montane mixed evergreen forest. Its flora is not very well known but it is home to a number of Vietnamese endemics including Vietorchis furcata Aver. & Nuraliev and Thismia puberula Nuraliev, both described from a site close to that of S. barbigera (Averyanov et al. 2013; Nuraliev et al. 2015) , as well as Aspidistra paucitepala Vislobokov, Nuraliev & D. D. Sokoloff and Thismia mucronata Nuraliev, described from other localities but later found in Chu Yang Sin National Park.
Materials and Methods
This study is based on field work by Nuraliev, Kuznetzov and Kuznetzova in Vietnam combined with studies of herbarium material in Oxford and Kew. Acetolysed pollen was examined using a Scanning Electron Microscope.
smaller about half the larger, petiolate, 2.5 -10.5 × 2 -4 cm, oblong-elliptic, apex acuminate, sometimes falcate, base slightly asymmetric, attenuate to cuneate, slightly decurrent, margin crenate; both surfaces glabrous, cystoliths present; adaxially often with prominent whitish blotches arranged in two lines on either side of the midrib; abaxially paler; veins 6 -7 pairs; petioles 0.6 -1.8 cm, glabrous. Inflorescence branched, capitellate, the flowers in few-flowered bracteate heads at apex of the branchlets; peduncles axillary, often trifurcate, 2.5 -6 cm; inflorescence branches c. 4 cm, glabrous but cystoliths prominent; bracts at inflorescence branching points, shortly petiolate, 4 -8 × 4 -8 mm, ovate to suborbicular, rounded to obtuse, cystoliths present, glabrous, eventually caducous, petioles 1 -2 mm; bracts subtending heads similar but sessile and often obovate, obtuse and somewhat caducous, pedicels 0 -1 mm, glabrous; floral bracts 8 -11 × 3 -3.5 mm, obovate, sessile, persistent, abaxially with stipitate glands at anthesis, somewhat accrescent in fruit, whitepilose from the elongate glands; bracteoles 8 -10 × 2 -3 mm, spathulate, persistent, abaxially with stipitate glands at anthesis, somewhat accrescent in fruit, white-pilose from the elongated glands (Fig. 1A -B) . Calyx subequally 5-lobed to base, lobes 7 × 1 mm, linear-oblong, accrescent to 9 × 1.5 mm in fruit and becoming linear-oblanceolate, apex obtuse or retuse, glabrous, abaxially whitish-green through abundant cystoliths. Corolla c. 1.6 cm long, the tube whitish but lobes pale blue, glabrous on the exterior, interior glabrous except for short hairs retaining the style, basal tube widened from 2 mm to 4 mm for c. 4 mm, then bent and abruptly widened to c. 10 mm at mouth, lobes 5, slightly unequal, ovate, rounded, c. 2.5 mm long and broad; stamens 4, didynamous, inserted at base of inflated part of corolla, all fertile, two longer exserted at anthesis, the two shorter included (Fig. 1C -D) ; filaments shortly pilose, shorter pair 2.5 mm long, longer pair 3.5 mm long; anthers erect, broadly oblong, 2 × 1.25 mm, muticous, outer pair facing opposite direction to inner pair; pollen c. 50 μm diam., spheroidal, triporate, sexine forming raised narrow longitudinal flanges with transverse ridges creating a subscalariform pattern (Fig. 2B) ; style 13 mm, glabrous, included; ovary c. 1.5 mm, comose. Capsule oblong in outline, 10 × 3 mm, glabrous apart from a few apical hairs, 4-seeded; seeds lenticular, flattened, 2.25 × 2 mm, pilose with appressed mucilagineous hairs; areole small. Figs 1 -3. RECOGNITION. This species shows several characteristics of the "Sympagis" group of Strobilanthes as defined by Wood et al. (2003: 133) , having in particular capitellate inflorescences, persistent floral bracts, small corolla 
